
Dear Friends, 

Each year, I have the distinct honor and pleas-
ure to present the work of Voices Against Vio-
lence/Laurie’s House to the community.  The 
victims/survivors that we serve demonstrate a 
courage and strength that truly inspires the in-
credible work accomplished by our awesome 
advocates.  This report not only reflects the 
great work of Voices but also that of our com-
munity partners. 

This year Voices commemorated 25 years of 
service to the Franklin and Grand Isle commu-
nities. In 1981, a dedicated group of community 
members began meeting to discuss the need 
for services for battered women in Franklin 
County.  As a result of their community organiz-
ing, Women in Crisis, the early predecessor of 
Voices was born and began offering core sup-
port services through a one woman hotline. The 
program was based out of Community Action 
and eventually became a program of the Frank-
lin County Family Center.  Volunteers were re-
cruited and through the development of a vol-
unteer training format, written materials and 
policies and procedures, the building of the pro-
gram’s organizational structure began.  In1986, 
the name was changed to The Domestic Vio-
lence and Sexual Assault Prevention Program 
and was able to hire a part time advocate to 
establish an outreach office in Enosburg Falls.  

With 2 co directors at the helm, once again, in 
1990, the name of the program was changed 
to Abuse and Rape Crisis in an effort to be 
more descriptive of the mission.  The program 
has grown steadily over the years, especially 
so with the passage of the federal Violence 
Against Women ACT in 1995.  To enhance 
visibility and accessibility, ARC separated  
from The Family Center in 1997 and with the 
Task Force, embarked on a journey of estab-
lishing a safe shelter for women and children.  
After many years of planning and fundraising, 
the dream became a reality with the opening 
of Laurie’s House in 2003.   Simultaneously, 
the program adopted it’s current name of 
Voices Against Violence to recognize our so-
cial change roots.  Voices has evolved over 
the years to meet the needs of our community 
but our mission has, and will always, remain 
constant.  

Thank you to all for your continued support of 
Voices and the important work we do.  Without 
our friends, partners, donors, and supporters, 
Voices would not be where it is today.  Thank 
you to all who are committed to creating a leg-
acy of peace in our communities.    

In Peace,   

Kris Lukens-Rose 
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Serving the communities of Franklin and Grand Isle Counties 

Voices Against Violence/Laurie’s House is a pro-
gram  of Champlain Valley Office of Economic 
Opportunity (CVOEO).  Specific to Voices Against 
Violence is an Advisory Council comprised of com-
munity members and consumers.  The Council’s 
role is of an advisory nature, assisting in program 

planning, special events, public awareness and 
fund development. 

Judy Ashley-McLaughlin      Claire Larose 
Jane Kiser                          Jeri Barkley   
Susan Fay                          Dawna Czuchrey 



Voices Against Violence provided services to (unduplicated): 

♦ 56 Sexual Violence victims/survivors 

♦ 465 Domestic Violence victims/survivors 

♦ 67 children served 

♦ 735 children exposed to violence as indicated on intakes. 

Services provided: 

♦ 485 crisis calls received, 1104 I&R calls 

♦ 2032 instances of crisis and on going support   

♦ 2689 instances of advocacy (Legal, hospital, housing, so-
cial service, etc.)   

♦ 95 people (43 women and 52 children) were provided 
safety and support in Laurie’s House for a total of 1597 
bed nights  

Crisis Intervention and Support - 24 hour 
crisis line coverage, assistance with Relief from 
Abuse Orders, assistance with protection and 
safety plans, ongoing individual  support,  
problem solving, information and referral, sup-
port and educational groups, and hospital 
emergency room support.   

Advocacy Program - Court watch and court 
support, working with other systems on behalf 
of clients , limited transportation, and informa-
tion and referral.     

Laurie’s House - Temporary emergency 
housing for women and children is available in 
our shelter. 

The Children’s/Youth Program - Individual fol-
low-up and support, playgroups, parent education, 
and support groups. 

Community Outreach, Education and Training 
- Workshops, trainings, presentations and other 
awareness activities on domestic and sexual vio-
lence provided for schools, groups, businesses and 
other service providers.  Enhancing Coordinated 
Community Response through partnerships. 

Systems Advocacy—  We work in collaboration 
with our partners to strengthen policies and systems 
to be more responsive to victims. 

All About Kids—  Supervised Visitation and Safe 
Exchange Center for families involved with domestic 
and sexual violence and child abuse. 

PROGRAM SERVICES 
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Emily Allard - Children’s Services Coor-
dinator  

Ann Atkins - Legal Services Coordinator  

Debra Bartlett - Advocate/Trainer  

Diana Langle - All About Kids Director 

Di Laroche - Shelter Services Coordina-
tor  

Kristin Lukens-Rose - Director      

Mary Ellen Perkins - Shelter Manager  

Deb Bergeron, Tammy Snay - Week-
end Shelter Managers  

Dianne Vock DuPrat - Advocate/
Educator  

Dareen Belanger - Office Volunteer 

Becky Ingerson - Office Volunteer  

Volunteers:  The awesome people who 

donate their time to Voices.  

STAFF 

THE YEAR IN NUMBERS 

“Your good advice was very much 

appreciated and your help went far 

beyond what I’d hoped for” 

“I appreciated all your kindness and 

generosity towards me during a time that I 

felt so lost and desperate.”  



“To catch the reader's attention, place an interesting sentence or quote from the story here.” 

• In April, Voices commemorated 25 years of service by hosting a Sweet Chocolate 25th Anni-
versary Celebration at the Back Inn Time Bed and Breakfast.  
Friends and supporters gathered for an afternoon of friendship, 
celebration and a feast of  chocolate confections donated by local 
eateries.   Unique gifts were available for bidding during the after-
noon silent auction.  The highlight of the afternoon was the recog-
nition of 2 of Voice’s founding mothers as we shared in our rich his-
tory and acknowledged how far we have come in providing services 
to families in Franklin and Grand Isle Counties. 

• All About Kids, a supervised visitation and safe exchange center, a project of the Domestic and 
Sexual Violence Task Force, came to fruition this past year.  The Center is located in Sheldon 
and will provide increased safety for victims and their children by offering supervised visitation 
and safe exchange in cases of domestic violence, child abuse, sexual assault and stalking. 

 

• For the past year and one half, Voices has been involved in a statewide collaborative project 
focused on creating local and statewide solutions to barriers that prevent women with disabili-
ties from getting the respectful and accessible services they need.  Voices is one of three do-
mestic and sexual violence programs along with disability advocacy groups and women with 
disabilities who have joined together to create an accessibility self assessment process for VT 
Network member programs and disability advocacy programs.  The Creating Access Project’s 
goal is to reduce the physical, cultural, programmatic and social barriers to effective support 
for women with disabilities who are victims of domestic and sexual violence. 

♦ Helped 80 families with direct financial assistance or Victim’s compen-
sation 

♦ Reached over 2087 students through our school education programs,  
professional trainings and outreach and awareness activities. 

♦ Of total served, 91% were female and 9% were male (31 under 
age 12) 

♦ Of total served, 46% reported they were physically abused; 40% 
stated emotional abuse (or in combination with physical abuse); 10% 
reported sexual abuse and 4% reported stalking 

♦ Of total served 76% stated they were abused by an intimate part-
ner; 16% abused by a family member; 7% abused by an acquaint-
ance or professional; and 1 % abused by a stranger 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 

THE YEAR IN NUMBERS cont. 
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MISSION 

Voices Against Violence/
Laurie’s House shall 
provide shelter, crisis 
intervention, support and 
advocacy services to 
victims/survivors of 
domestic and sexual 
violence in Franklin and 
Grand Isle Counties, 
encourage empowerment 
of survivors and work 
towards the 
advancement of all 
people through 
awareness and 
prevention activities. 

“The presentation was good.  I really enjoyed 

how you opened all our thoughts.”  “Keep 

spreading the message.”  
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P.O. Box 72 
 St. Albans, VT  05478 
Phone: 802 524-8538  
Fax: 802 524-8539 

  Hotline: 802 524-6575  
Email: voices@cvoeo.org 

Funders and 

Donors 

Foundation grants 

Donations— Individuals, Groups, Court fines 
Fundraising events and activities 

      

We acknowledge the important and critical 
role volunteers hold in our organization and 
recognize the work they do in such a caring 
and compassionate manner.   

♦ Volunteers contributed 8,052.5 hours of 
service at an estimated value of 
$96,630  

♦ Donated goods and services were val-
ued at $15,527.38 

 

THANK YOU  to our many friends and part-
ners for their continued support and commit-
ment to ending violence. 

Currently, the vast majority of Voices 
Against Violence’s revenues come from 
grants, mostly federal, and often in col-
laboration with other agencies.  Funds in-
clude: 

 

Family Violence Prevention Services Act 

Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) 

Violence Against Women Act Funds 

STOP Funds, Grant to Encourage Arrest 
Program, SAFE HAVENS Supervised 
Visitation, Rural Domestic Violence Pro-
gram, Legal Assistance to Victims 

Rape Prevention Grant 

State Allocation 

Emergency Shelter Grant 

Franklin Grand Isle United Way 

A Franklin Grand 
Isle Member 
Program 

FINANCIALS 

Federal Grants 307,465.43 

State Grants/Reimb. 78,374.00 

Local Grants/Foundations 7,298.00 

United Way 18,069.38 

Donations 19,143.86 

Total Revenue 430,350.17 

Salaries/Benefits 303,828.87 

Operating Costs 77,873.79 

Program Services 41,168.86 

Total Expenses 422,871.52 

Net Assets/Reserve Fund 7,478.65 

Statement of Activities Ending June 30, 2006 

REVENUES 

EXPENSES 
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